Advanced Placement World History

---------------------------------------------------------------

9th Grade Summer Assignment

Directions:  

I. Textbook Reading and 5 Theme Questions
A. Read Chapter 2 “Early Societies in Southwest Asia and the Indo-European Migrations,” pages 31 – 57.

B. The reading can be found on Sachem HS East’s Social Studies Page.
a. A link for the chapter reading will be posted on Sachem East’s Website
b. Use the following web address to access the reading:

(http://www.sachem.edu/schools/east/)
C. Analysis of the 5 Themes of World History
a. Each student should complete a thorough analysis of each of the 5 Themes

b. The analysis should address ALL of the questions listed on page two

c. Specific details and examples from the chapter should be presented when applicable
d. All responses should be typed on a separate sheet of paper
e. Students should be prepared to discuss each theme in class
II. Documents in World History Reading – Section One: Early Civilizations

A. Read Section One – Part 1 - Mesopotamian Values: Ideas About the Nature of Life and Death, Pages 6 – 12. On the website look for the link under Mesopotamia Epic of Gilgamesh
B. Answer Study Questions 1 – 3 (page 8)
a. Responses should be thorough and constructed in complete sentences

b. Type all answers on a separate sheet of paper

c. Be prepared to discuss questions in class
C. The reading will be distributed to students by the end of this current school year.  If a student does not receive a reading at this time they should contact their Social Studies teacher.  

III. Access to Assignments

Assignments can also be accessed over the summer in the Main Office at Sachem HS East.  Assignments can also be accessed using the Sachem HS East website.  If you have any questions/concerns you should contact Mr. Jannace (mjannace@sachem.edu), Mr. Rivera (mrivera5@sachem.edu) or the Sachem East Department Chair (avarajao@sachem.edu).  

Chapter 2 – Thematic Analysis
Textbook Reading – Chapter 2: Early Societies in Southwest Asia and the Indo-European Migrations, pages 31 – 57.

Directions:  Write a full analysis for each of the following themes.  Address all questions listed below and use specific details/examples when applicable.  Responses should be thorough and constructed using complete sentences.  The assignment should be typed on a separate sheet of paper.  Be prepared to discuss your responses in class.  

THEME 1:  Interaction between humans and the environment 

· Demography and disease 

· Migration 

· Patterns of settlement 

· Technology 

What are the important geographic features of SW Asia? How do people adapt to their environment in the ancient world? What impact does geography have on the development of human society in Mesopotamia? 

THEME 2:  Development and interaction of cultures 

· Religions 

· Belief systems, philosophies, and ideologies 

· Science and technology 

· The arts and architecture 

What are the dominant religious beliefs in Mesopotamia? How does the development of a writing system impact Mesopotamia? What intellectual advances are made in this early time period? What impact did the Indo-European migrations have on sedentary societies in SW Asia?
THEME 3:  State-building, expansion, and conflict 

· Political structures and forms of governance 

· Empires 

· Nations and nationalism 

· Revolts and revolutions 

· Regional, trans regional, and global structures and organizations 

Why does government come about in Mesopotamia?  What functions do early governments carry out? Why was Sargon of Akkad an important historical figure?  Why is Hammurabi’s Code significant to World History? What are the sources of conflict in ancient societies? How are conflicts resolved?

THEME 4:  Creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems 

· Agricultural and pastoral production 

· Trade and commerce 

· Labor systems 

· Industrialization 

· Capitalism and socialism 

What types of economic specialization developed in Mesopotamia?  What was traded and who was involved in trade in this time period (8000BCE-600BCE)? How did the Indo-Europeans differ economically from the Mesopotamians?  
THEME 5:  Development and transformation of social structures 

· Gender roles and relations 

· Family and kinship 

· Racial and ethnic constructions 

· Social and economic classes 

How do the roles of men and women compare? What does Hammurabi’s code indicate about the social structures of Mesopotamia? What different types of classes existed? How did the social class structure change over time?
