PRESIDENT OBAMA’S EXECUTIVE ACTION ON IMMIGRATION

· Focus more on deportation of illegal immigrant criminals and foreigner that are a threat.

· Make it easier for high-tech workers to come to the U.S.

· Allow illegal immigrants that are the parents of U.S. citizens to not be deported if they:


-pass a background check


-pay taxes


-reapply every three years to defer their deportment

· No longer ask police to detain illegal immigrants for minor traffic violations

· Allow more immigrants to be covered under the DACA** (see bottom)

· Plan only applies to illegal immigrants that are already here

· Plan would effectively shield from deportation about 5 million of the 11.5 million that are here illegally.

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) -instituted by Obama in 2012

· Allowed illegal immigrants brought into the U.S. as children to not be deported if they:


-go to college


-join the military for at least two years


-arrived before 2007*
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* Obama will change year to 2010 as part of his new executive action
PRESIDENT TRUMP’S ACTIONS ON IMMIGRATION

BUILD A WALL: "We will build a great wall along the southern border. And Mexico will pay for the wall."
The Department of Homeland Security is waiving environmental rules speed up construction of prototypes near San Diego. But so far, Mexico has balked at paying for the wall. And so has Congress. The House has appropriated nearly $1.6 billion for the first phase of construction, but the Senate hasn't.

END CATCH AND RELEASE: "We are going to end catch and release."
Administration officials say they're following through on Trump's promise to end so-called catch and release. That's how many critics describe the policy that allowed many immigrants to go free until their court dates, which can often be years away because of court backlogs. In practice, it’s not clear that the Trump administration is handling these cases much differently previous administrations did. But there has been a dramatic drop in the number of people apprehended at the Southwest border since Trump took office — a 46 percent drop during the first seven months of the year compared to 2016, according to a DHS official. The total for March was the lowest in at least 17 years, although the numbers have started to creep back up then.
ZERO TOLERANCE: "Zero tolerance for criminal aliens."

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) arrests are up more than 43 percent since late January compared to the same period in 2016, according to a DHS official. "We are still continuing to prioritize our resources on those individuals that create and pose the greatest public safety and national security threat," the official said. Seventy-two percent of those arrested had criminal convictions, a much lower percentage than the final years of the Obama administration.

· Trump has pushed Congress for funding to hire more agents for ICE and U.S. Customs and Border Protection. But like funding for the border wall, Congress has yet to sign off.
END SANCTUARY CITIES:  "Block funding for sanctuary cities."
The Justice Department is trying to follow through on that promise to punish so-called sanctuary cities, which limit cooperation with federal immigration authorities. DOJ made some law enforcement grants contingent on whether those cities do more to help ICE.

But Chicago and California quickly took the administration to court. San Francisco, Seattle and other self-described sanctuary cities in addition to lawsuits file that earlier this year.

"We will finally complete the biometric entry-exit visa tracking system which we need desperately."
For years, Congress has required the Department of Homeland Security to create a system to track everyone who comes in and out of the country using biometric technologies like facial recognition or fingerprint scanners.  In recent years, a majority of new undocumented immigrants have overstayed temporary visas, while the number crossing the border illegally has fallen.  Customs and Border Protection is testing a few prototype systems at U.S. airports this summer. But experts say a comprehensive solution that will work at more than 300 land, sea and air ports of entry remains a long way off.

TRAVEL BAN:  "We are going to suspend the issuance of visas to any place where adequate screening cannot occur."  

This is part of what Trump's travel ban executive order was supposed to do. The order Trump signed just a week after taking office would have blocked travelers from seven mostly Muslim countries that the administration says are known havens for terrorists. Federal courts put the original order on hold. But the Supreme Court allowed a limited version of the travel ban to take effect; it can hear legal challenges to the ban in the fall.

TURN OFF THE MAGNET:  "We will turn off the jobs and benefits magnet."
In the spring, Trump signed an executive order directing federal agencies to "Buy American" and "Hire American," and urging others to do the same. But critics point out that Trump’s own companies continue to hire foreign guest workers and manufacture overseas. And just as the White House's "Made in America" week was underway in July, the administration announced it would allow an additional 15,000 temporary foreign workers.

REFORM THE CURRENT SYSTEM: "We will reform legal immigration to serve the best interests of America and its workers, the forgotten people."
Earlier this month, the White House threw its support behind the RAISE Act, which would prioritize immigrants with valuable skills and high-paying U.S. job offers, and gradually reduce the number of other foreign nationals who can reunite with their families already living in the U.S. But there seems to be little enthusiasm for the bill in the Senate.

END DACA: "Cancel unconstitutional executive orders and enforce all immigration laws." 
This probably refers to two Obama-era executive actions including DACA, which protects undocumented immigrants who were brought to the country as children from deportation. The Trump White House dropped its support for a related program called DAPA, which was supposed to help the parents of those children. The Trump administration formally announced the end of DACA on September 5th-- a program that had protected nearly 800,000 young undocumented immigrants brought to the US as children from deportation. The Department of Homeland Security will stop processing any new applications for the program as of 9/5/17 and rescinded the Obama administration policy, Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Time to THINK:

What has changed from the Obama Administration to the current Trump administration regarding immigration?

How were the responses different to the Las Vegas attack and NYC attack different?

Is there a middle ground to be found between liberal and conservative perspectives?

