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Key	Vocabulary:	
Western	Europe	

Feudalism	–	

Manorialism	–	

Self-Sufficient	–		

Serfdom	–	

China	

Confucianism	–	

Mutual	Obligation	–	

Ethnocentric	–	

Eastern	Europe-Byzantine	Empire	

Great	Schism	–	

Caesaropapism	–	

Bureaucracy	–	

Arab	World	–	Islamic	Caliphate	

Arabia	–	

Prophet	–	

Mosque	–	

“Protected	Peoples”	–	

Caliph	–	

The	Crusades		

Crusade	–	

Holy	Land	–	

Reconquista	–		

Inquisition	–	

The	Mongols		

Pastoralists	–	

Clan	–	

Pax	Mongolia	–		

West	Africa		

Trans-Saharan	–	

Pilgrimage	–	

Overgrazing	–		
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Essential Questions 
Western Europe 
Why did Feudalism develop in Western Europe? 
 

What were the major features of social structures in the feudal system? 

 

What role did the Church play in Western Europe during the Middle Ages? 

 

What were the major motives for the Crusades? 

 

What were the major impacts of the Crusades? 

 

Who were the major leaders associated with the Crusades? 

China 
What was the dominant philosophy of the Sui Dynasty?  
 
What was the dominant philosophy of the Tang and Song Dynasties?  

How did Confucianism impact Chinese society? 

 

What were the major accomplishments of the Chinese Dynasties in this period? 

 

Eastern Europe-Byzantine Empire 
How did the Byzantine Empire come about? 
 

 

What were the major accomplishments of the Byzantine Empire? 

What was the relationship between the Byzantine Empire and Russia? 

 

What role did religion play in the Byzantine Empire? 
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Arab World – Islamic Caliphate 
What part of the world is known as “The Arab World?”  
 

What were the major accomplishments of the Islamic Caliphate? 

 

How did the Islamic Caliphate impact economic growth in this time period? 

 

What impact did the Crusades have on the Islamic World? 

The Crusades  
What were the goals of the crusades? 
 

What were the major motives of Europeans who fought in the Crusades? 

 

What was the result of the 1st Crusade? 

What was the result of the 2nd Crusade? 

What was the result of the 3rd Crusade? 

What were the major effects of the Crusades? 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

The Mongols  

Why was Genghis Khan successful? 

1) 

2) 

3) 
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What were the 4 Khanates? 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

Why did the Mongols employ foreigners rather than Chinese? 

What was important about Marco Polo? 

What factors contributed to the decline and fall of the Yuan Dynasty? 

West Africa 

What are the most significant Geographic features of West Africa? 

 

What are the most valuable resources in West Africa? 

 

Why was Mansa Musa’s pilgrimage so important for Mali? 

 

What was Mali like during its Golden Age? 

 

Why did the Kingdom of Ghana fall? 

 

What did the Kingdom of Mali fall? 

 

Why were the Kingdoms of West Africa so wealthy? 

 

What was the most prominent city in West Africa? 

	


