Transformation in Europe
Protestant Reformation, Consolidation of Sovereign States, Early Capitalist Society, Science and the Enlightenment
1. Protestant Reformation

What were the religious, social, political and economic factors that caused the Reformation? How did the Reformation impact Europe as a whole? What influence did reform movements have outside of Germany? How did the Catholic Church respond to the reformation? How effective was the Church’s response? How did the reformation and counter-reformation create tension in Europe? What was the result of this tension? How was the 30 years’ war a manifestation of European tensions in this era? What impact did Westphalia have?

2. Consolidation of Sovereign States

How was the Holy Roman Empire in many ways a revival of empires of the past? Voltaire quipped that the HRE was “neither Holy, nor Roman, nor an Empire,” what did he mean? What internal and external challenges did the HRE face? How did New Monarchs change the nature of government in Western Europe? How did they build state power? How did struggles in England and the Netherlands produce new forms of governance? How did these constitutional Monarchies change the nature of politics in Europe? What was the sources of power for Absolute Monarchs? How did they maintain their power? What influence did these Monarchs have on their nations and Europe? What was the European States System?
3. Early Capitalist Society

How did the Columbian Exchange impact economic developments in Europe? What were the most fundamental economic changes in Europe from 1450-1750? What is protoindustrialization? What are the main features of early capitalism? How did concepts of supply and demand drive economic change? What role did changing political structures have on economic growth? Describe the relationship between government and economics in this period. How did economic change lead to social change? What social changes occurred as a result of economic growth?
4. Science and the Enlightenment
How does the Ptolemaic universe compare to the Copernican universe? What does this difference tell us about the role of science in this time period? How did the scientific revolution in Europe impact global history? What significant developments were made in science that influenced global history? How was the enlightenment related to the scientific revolution? How was it different? What were the main ideas to come out of the Enlightenment period? How did the enlightenment influence political, social, religious and economic developments in this time period?

