Name: ________________________
Per: _______
GLOBAL HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY - THEMATIC ESSAY PROMPTS

Theme 1 – Geography

Historical Context: Geographic features can positively or negatively affect the development of a nation or region.  

Task:  Select two geographic features from your study of global history and for each:

• Explain how the geographic factor affected the development of a specific nation/region

• Evaluate if the impact of the geography was positive or negative
Theme 2 – Religion

Historical Context: Throughout world history religions have played a major role in shaping world cultures and traditions.  To what extent did the religions of the ancient world shape the culture that arose in each geographic region?

Task:  Select two religions and for each religion you choose:

· Discuss major beliefs of the religion

· Explain how the religion shaped the culture that arose in that region

Theme 3 – Classical Civilizations

Historical Context:  Throughout Global History, political conditions in some civilizations have produced “Golden Ages." These classical civilizations have had a major impact on world history.  

Task: Identify two golden age civilizations and for each civilization you choose.

· Define the term "Golden Age" and identify some of the major characteristics of a Golden Age.

· Describe their contributions and achievements

· Analyze their impact on the modern world

Theme 4 – Movement of People and Goods

Historical Context:  Trade routes and trade organizations have had an impact on nations and regions. The effects have been both positive and negative.

Task: Identify two trade routes and/or global interactions and for each 

· Explain one reason for the establishment of the trade route or trade organization

· Describe the route and areas involved

· Discuss positive and/or negative effects of the interaction

Theme 5 – Political Systems

Historical Context:  Political systems have affected the history and culture of nations and societies.

Task:  Choose two different political systems and for each

· Describe the characteristics of the political system

· Discuss how the political system has affected the history or culture of a specific nation or society

Theme 6 – Economic Systems

Historical Context:  Societies have developed different economic systems for many reasons.  

Task:  Choose two different economic systems and for each

· Identify one society in which that economic system is used or has been used.

· Discuss the historical circumstances surrounding the development of that economic system

· Describe two features of the economic system

· Evaluate the impact the economic system had on this society during a specific historical period

Theme 7 – Nationalism

Historical Context:  Nationalism has been shaping world events for the last 500 years. The desire for self-rule can cause tremendous change both positively and negatively. Individuals have also played huge roles in leading nationalistic movements that effect people and nations.

Task:  Choose TWO nationalist leaders from your study of global history and for each

· Identify the nation or region where that individual led a nationalist movement 

· Describe the historical background leading up to that nationalist movement 

· Discuss how the actions of the specific nationalist leader have influenced the region or nation in which the movement took place

Theme 8 – Science and Technology

Historical Context:  Science and technology have played a critical role in altering the course of human history.

Task:  Identify two scientific/technological advances that had an impact on global history

· Explain the relationship between the scientific or technological advance and a specific historic event or period in history 

· Analyze how these advances changed the course of history

Theme 9 – Turning Points

Historical Context:  Political, economic, and social conditions have often led to turning points that have changed the course of history for nations and peoples.

Task:  Identify two turning points and for each:
· Describe the event and historical circumstances surrounding the turning point

· Explain how each turning point changed the course of history. (IMPACT)
Theme 10 – Justice and Human Rights

Historical Context:  Throughout history, the human rights of certain groups of people have been violated. Efforts have been made to address these violations

Task: Identify two examples of human rights violations that have occurred in a specific time and place and for each:

· Define the term “human rights” 

· Describe the causes of these human rights violations 

· Discuss one specific effort that was made or is being made to deal with the violation

Theme 11 - Global Problems
Historical Context:  Throughout history, global problems have posed major challenges for nations and regions.

Task: Select two different global problems and for each

· Describe one major cause of the global problem

· Discuss one effect of the global problem on a specific nation or region

Thematic Essay #1 – Geography (Suggestions: China/Isolation, Britain/Resources, Greece/Mts)
Restate Historical Context in your own words: ____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement (Features and Regions): ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
	Geographic Feature/Nation
	Affect
	Positive/Negative

	
	
	

	
	
	


Thematic Essay #2 – Religion (Suggestions: Hinduism/India, Confucianism/China, Islam/Arab World)
Restate Historical Context in your own words: ____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement (Religions and Regions): _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

	Religion/Region
	Beliefs/Practices
	Impact on Culture

	
	
	

	
	
	


Thematic Essay #3 – Classical Civilizations (Suggestions: Rome, Greece, Han Dynasty, Islam)
Restate Historical Context in your own words: ____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement (Definition of Golden Age + Civilizations + Achievements): ___________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
	Civilization
	Contributions and Achievements
	Impact on Modern World

	
	
	

	
	
	


Thematic Essay #4 – Movement of People and Goods (Columbian Exchange, Pax Mongolia/Silk Road)
Restate Historical Context in your own words: ____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement (Trade Routes and Impact): _____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
	Trade Route/Areas
	Reason for Establishment of Trade Routes
	Positive/Negative Impact

	
	
	

	
	
	


Thematic Essay #5 – Political Systems (Suggestions: Totalitarianism/Russia or China, Fascism/Germany)
Restate Historical Context in your own words: ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement (Political Systems and Regions): _________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Political System/Nation
	Characteristics of Political System
	Impact on Region (Positive/Negative)

	
	
	

	
	
	


Thematic Essay #6 – Economic Systems (Suggestions: Communism/Russia or China, Capitalism/Britain)
Restate Historical Context in your own words: ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement (Economic Systems and Regions): _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Economic System/
Nation
	Historical Circumstances
	Features of System
	Impact on Region (Positive/Negative)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Thematic Essay #7 – Nationalism (Suggestions: Gandhi/India, Nelson Mandela/S. Africa, Meiji/Japan)
Restate Historical Context in your own words: ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement (Leaders and Regions): ________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Nationalistic Leader/
Nation
	Historical Circumstances
	Impact of Nationalist Leaders Actions on Region

	
	
	

	
	
	


Thematic Essay #8 – Science and Technology (Suggestions: Factories/Britain, Navigation/Exploration)
Restate Historical Context in your own words: ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement (Invention and Impact): ________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Technology
	Relation of Invention and Historical Circumstances
	Impact on History

	
	
	

	
	
	


Thematic Essay #9 – Turning Points (Suggestions: Industrial Rev, Discovery of Americas, Protestant Reformation, Russian Revolution)
Restate Historical Context in your own words: ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement (Turning Points): _____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Turning Points
	Historical Circumstances
	Impact on History

	
	
	

	
	
	


Thematic Essay #10 – Human Rights (Holocaust/Germany, Apartheid/S. Africa)
Restate Historical Context in your own words: ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement (Definition of Human Rights + Examples): _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Examples
	Causes of Human Rights Violations
	Efforts/Actions to Address Violations

	
	
	

	
	
	


Thematic Essay #11 – Global Problems (Suggestions: Nuclear Proliferation, Colonial Economy/India)
Restate Historical Context in your own words: ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement (Problems + Regions): _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Example and Region
	Causes
	Effects

	
	
	

	
	
	


