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Crime decreased to historic
lows across Long Island over
the past year, including a dra-
matic drop in the number of
killings attributed to MS-13
gang violence, police reported.

Four of the homicides
recorded on the Island in 2018
appear to be connected to
MS-13, compared to the 14
killings — eight in Nassau and
six in Suffolk — that were the
work of the street gang in 2017,
police said.

In Nassau, major crime,
which includes murder, rape,
burglary and robbery, fell 28.6
percent over the past five
years, according to police sta-
tistics. Similarly, Suffolk saw
its violent crime, which in-
cludes murder, rape, robbery
and felony assault, drop 28 per-
cent since 2014.

Suffolk County Police Com-
missioner Geraldine Hart said
the decreases in crime this
year were due to the depart-
ment’s concentration on data
and intelligence, and using
that information to more effi-
ciently deploy officers and spe-
cialty teams to areas where
crimes are likely to happen or
have already occurred.

She also credited the depart-
ment’s collaboration with fed-
eral law enforcement and its ef-
forts in building stronger com-
munity relationships, pointing
to the hiring of a part-time
civilian liaison to increase out-
reach to the county’s Latino
residents.

“The lion’s share of the
credit goes to the men and
women of the department,
who are taking every opportu-
nity to partner with our com-
munities,” Hart, who became
commissioner in April, said in
an interview.

Nassau Police Commissioner
Patrick Ryder was unavailable
for an interview to discuss
crime statistics because he was
planning a news conference in
early January to publicly an-

nounce the numbers, said Det.
Lt. Richard LeBrun, a depart-
ment spokesman.

Nassau County recorded 16
homicides this year, compared
with 15 homicides in 2017. Suf-
folk recorded 21 homicides
this year, a decrease from 22 in
2017.

Two of the Nassau killings
this year were actually commit-
ted in 2017 but the bodies were
discovered in 2018 and are
recorded in this year’s homi-
cide statistics, LeBrun said.
Three of the 2018 killings were
attributed to gang violence, in-
cluding the two that were com-
mitted in 2017, which are con-
nected to MS-13, police said.

The Dec. 18 fatal shooting of
Harold B. Sermeno, 17, whose
body was found behind the
Five Towns Community Cen-
ter in Lawrence, appears to be
connected to MS-13, according
to an NYPD official. LeBrun
declined to comment on the in-
vestigation.

Eight of Nassau’s 2018 homi-
cides were the result of gun-
shot injuries, six were stab-
bings and two were from blunt
force trauma, police said.

Two of Suffolk’s homicides
this year occurred in previous
years, police said, including a
2016 killing. Only one homi-
cide is linked to MS-13 vio-
lence, Hart said. In April, the
remains of Ceasar Rivera, 29,
who disappeared in October
2015, were found by the FBI in
Babylon Village. Hart said po-
lice believe he was killed in
2015.

Two other 2018 homicides
have a possible gang connec-
tion, but not to MS-13, Hart
said.

Ten of Suffolk’s 21 homi-
cides were caused by gunshot
wounds and four were stab-
bings while two victims were
killed by assailants using their
hands and one through blunt
force trauma, police reported.
Four others were categorized
as “homicidal violence,” police
said.

In Nassau, total crime is

down 6.3 percent this year,
with 24,264 crimes reported
through Dec. 26, compared
with the 25,909 reported
through the end of 2017, accord-

ing to department statistics.
Street robberies were down

23.3 percent, from 261 in 2017
to 200 this year. Commercial
robberies dropped 16.4 percent
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Suffolk County
crime stats, as of

Dec. 25

Nassau County
crime stats, as of

Dec. 26

2017 2018 2017 2018
Homicides 22 21 15 16

Residential
burglary 874 580 505 430

Commercial
burglary 541 366 387 364

Motor
vehicle theft 978 863 449 428

Suffolk Police Commissioner Geraldine Hart said that the reduced

SUFFOLK AND NASSAU POLICE DEPARTMENTS

Reductions in Nassau and Suffolk
include large drop in gang violence
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from 152 in 2017 to 127 this
year, Nassau police reported.

Residential burglaries de-
creased 14.8 percent from 505
in 2017 to 430 this year, Nassau
police said. Commercial bur-
glaries fell 5.9 percent to 364
this year, from the 387 last
year.

Felony assaults in Nassau
fell 11.5 percent this year when
377 were recorded, compared
to 426 in 2017. Motor vehicle
theft fell 4.6. percent from 449
in 2017 to 428 this year, accord-
ing to police data.

Suffolk police recorded de-
creases in all crime categories
in 2018 through Dec. 25, with
both violent crime and prop-
erty crime down 11.9 percent
this year when it recorded a
total of 16,180 compared to

18,359 in 2017, according to sta-
tistics provided by the depart-
ment. Violent crime alone
dropped 22.5 percent.

Robberies in Suffolk are
down 21.2 percent, with 371
this year, compared with 471
in 2017, police reported. Aggra-
vated assaults decreased 19.5
percent, from 862 in 2017 to
694 this year.

Burglaries were down 33.1
percent, with 1,415 last year
compared to 946 in 2018. Lar-
ceny was down 8.7 percent
from the 14,482 in 2017 to
13,221 this year. Motor vehicle
thefts in Suffolk, with 978
recorded in 2017 and 863 this
year, were down 11.8 percent,
police said.

“These are dramatic reduc-
tions off of already historically

low numbers,” Suffolk County
Executive Steve Bellone said.

Hart attributed the decrease
in violence to the depart-
ment’s use of wiretaps to tar-
get gangs and nacotics traffick-
ers and search warrants,
which are up 207 percent over
the last three years. This year,
276 search warrants were is-
sued compared with 90 in
2015, Hart said.

The crime decreases on
Long Island mirror the na-
tional trend of decreasing
crime. The Brennan Center
for Justice at NYU’s School of
Law forecasts crime in the
country’s 30 largest cities will
fall in 2018, according to a late
December analysis.

The overall crime rate in
the 30 largest cities, including
New York City, in 2018 is esti-
mated to decline slightly from
the previous year, falling by 1.8
percent, a figure that will rep-
resent the lowest since at least
1990, the analysis shows.

The murder rate in the 30
largest cities is estimated to de-
cline by nearly 6 percent, ac-
cording to the report, with de-
creases in the number of homi-
cides even in some of the most
violent big American cities
such as Baltimore and
Chicago.

Joseph Giacalone, an adjunct
professor at John Jay College of
Criminal Justice in Manhattan
and a retired NYPD sergeant,
said the investment in technol-
ogy such as license plate read-
ers and other video surveil-
lance has served as a major fac-
tor in crime decreases on Long
Island.

In the past, a single serial
robber could drive up the num-
bers in a crime category, but
with the proliferation of cam-
eras, they generally are appre-
hended a lot sooner, Gi-
acalone said.

Police should be applauded
for making inroads against
MS-13, but they must remain
vigilant, he said.

“One thing in policing, you
can never really take a victory
lap,” Giacalone said. “You’re al-
ways one incident away from
being the focus of the commu-
nity saying, ‘what are you
doing here?’ ”
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The Hicksville commuter
parking garage reopens Mon-
day after being closed for more
than three months for repairs,
Town of Oyster Bay officials
said Sunday.

Alternative parking and shut-
tle service between the former
Sears parking lot and the
Hicksville Long Island Rail
Road station will continue
through Jan. 11 as part of a tran-
sition process, town spokes-
man Brian Nevin said Sunday.

The town closed the garage
and its 1,441 spaces Sept. 12 for
$15.5 million in repairs to
cracked concrete and leaking
roofs that have been a problem
at the heavily used facility
since it opened in 2011. The
town has provided alternative
parking and shuttle services to
commuters.

The garage will be open from
5 a.m. to midnight on weekdays
and close on holidays and week-
ends, officials said. The exit
gates will be left open on New
Year’s Day, town spokeswoman
Marta Kane said in an email, al-
lowing New Year’s Eve cele-
brants to retrieve their vehicles
after normal closing hours.

Town officials said earlier
this month that the garage
would resume operations the
first week of 2019, but by open-
ing Dec. 31, the town will meet
an end-of-year deadline set by
Supervisor Joseph Saladino at
an August town board meeting.

In a news release Sunday,

Saladino thanked commuters
for their patience.

“The Town of Oyster Bay
will close out 2018 on a high-
note with the successful reopen-
ing of the Hicksville Commuter
Parking Garage,” he said in the
release.

The town board awarded a
$13.9 million contract to
Swedesboro, New Jersey-based
Pullman SST Inc. for the re-
pairs, but earlier this month ap-
proved an additional $1.6 mil-
lion for changes to the original
work. Some additional work in-
cluded changes to the design
because of inconsistencies in
existing concrete slabs com-
pared to original design draw-
ings, changes to the fire alarm
system to bring it up to code,
and changes to the electrical
lighting system, according to
backup material to the board
resolution that authorized the
additional funds.

Last year, the town sued
Freeport-based Peter Scala-
mandre & Sons Inc. and Mine-
ola-based Sidney B. Bowne &
Son LLP, alleging the compa-
nies failed to correct substan-
dard work on the garage. The
companies in court filings de-
nied they had done anything im-
proper.

In the latest legal filings,
Scalamandre and the town dis-
puted the date on which the
work was completed. That date
could determine the lawsuit’s
future because of a six-year
statute of limitations for breach
of contract cases, according to
legal filings.

violence is due to an increase in the use of wiretaps and warrants.
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Garage open
after repairs

The parking garage at the Long Island Rail Road’s Hicksville station,
shown here in April, is open after more than three months of repairs.
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