


Based on the British Point of View, was British imperialism in India positive or negative? Explain. Do you think Indian peoples felt the same? Why?











Impact of British Colonization in India (British POV)





1. _____________________________________________	2. _________________________________________





3. _____________________________________________	4. _________________________________________





5. _____________________________________________	6. _________________________________________





7. _____________________________________________	8. _________________________________________





9. _____________________________________________	10. ________________________________________











British Point of View





Sir Oliver Hastings, British Civil Servant


We introduced a civil service system here that trained some Indians in government and established law and order.  We British held the higher level jobs because there were so few well trained or educated Indians that were capable of doing this kind of work.  The English established a Department of Public Education to increase education for both girls and boys.  Indian languages were used in the lower schools and English in the higher levels.  Educated Indians were exposed to Western ideas of Democracy and western culture.





Sir John Marriot


The English developed a postal service and telegraph system; bridges, over 40,000 miles of railway, 70,000 miles of hard surfaced roads.  Improvements in irrigation have brought millions of acres under cultivation and thus added greatly to the agricultural wealth of India.  





Lord Smythe


The British made improvements in sanitation that led to a higher standard of living in India.  In addition increased irrigation and better transportation has virtually ended famines.  Improvements in health care have increased the lifespan.  These are remarkable achievements for which India is indebted to British rule.  





Lord Bentinck, governor-general (1828-1835)


When we first arrived in India, there were several barbaric religious and caste customs that were being practiced here that we had to put to an end.  According to the practice of sati, a Hindu widow was supposed to throw herself on the fiery funeral pyre of her dead husband and thus join him after death.  We abolished many of their ancient laws and established a single and uniform law for all which had not existed before.  
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Compare the British and Indian points of view:




















In your opinion, was British colonial rule good or bad for India? Why?











Impact of British Colonization in India (Indian POV)





1. _____________________________________________	2. _________________________________________





3. _____________________________________________	4. _________________________________________





5. _____________________________________________	6. _________________________________________





7. _____________________________________________	8. _________________________________________





9. _____________________________________________	10. ________________________________________











Indian Point of View


Hari, Indian


I remember that when I was a boy the British-owned newspapers in India were full of official news of the doings of English society.  There was hardly a word about the people of India.  Reading the papers, one would hardly suspect that the Indian existed…In addition; Indians were treated as inferior in their own country.  Railway cars, restaurants, benches in parks, are marked “For Europeans only.” To have to put up with this in one’s own country is humiliating and exasperating.  





Krishna Tilak, Indian Nationalism


The British Viceroy is the supreme authority in our country, responsible only to the British Parliament thousands of miles away.  He is assisted by persons, mostly Englishmen, who are appointed by him.  The Indian people have no say in the way that their country is run. 





Indian Worker


The British owned the plantation in Indian and the mines and the factories.  The Indians provided the labor.  They worked long hours under poor conditions and received low wages.  India became a farming colony of Industrial England.  It supplied raw materials and provided markets for England’s industrial goods.  





Ravi, Indian Craftsman


The economic development of India was stopped.  British policies blocked the growth of Indian industries that competed with their own.  Indian goods were kept out of Britain by laws.  Machinery could not be brought to India.  At the same time, British goods could enter India duty free.  The Indian home (cottage) industries of spinning and weaving cloth were ruined by the competition of British machine made textiles.  They led to massive unemployment and poverty.  





























