Name: ___________________
Date: ___________


Directions:  Below are situations Hammurabi faced.  Decide what you consider to be a fair way to deal with the problem.  Would the gods be pleased with your decision?

1.  What should be done to the carpenter who builds a house that falls and kills the owner?

Your Solution: ________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Hammurabi’s Solution:  _________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Does the punishment fit the crime? Explain. _________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What happens when a man is unable to pay his debts?
Your Solution: ________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hammurabi’s Solution:  _________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Does the punishment fit the crime? Explain. _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What should be done with a man who breaks another man’s arm or leg?

Your Solution: ________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hammurabi’s Solution:  _________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Does the punishment fit the crime? Explain. _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  How is the truth determined when one man brings an accusation against another?

Your Solution: ________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hammurabi’s Solution:  _________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Does the punishment fit the crime? Explain. _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THE CODE OF HAMMURABI
More than 3,500 years ago, Hammurabi, king of the Babylonian Empire, ordered scribes to chisel a code of 282 laws onto an eight foot column of black stone.  The column also featured an introduction explaining the intent of the code and a summary of Hammurabi’s kingly deeds.  This code of law was more complex than earlier ones and it proclaimed law not just for one city-state but for an empire.  Hammurabi’s Code was discovered by archaeologists in 1901 digging in present day Iran.  As you read these laws from the code, think about how Mesopotamians defined crimes and how criminals were punished.

	Before this portrait let every man who has a legal dispute come forward, read this text, and heed its precious words.  The stone tablet will enlighten him in his trouble, and thus may he find justice and breathe easier in his heart, speaking these words: “Hammurabi is a king who cares for his people like a loving father.”

1

If a man brings an accusation against a man, and charges him with a capital crime, but cannot prove it, he, the accuser, shall be put to death.

48
If a man owes a debt and Adad inundates his field and carry away the produce, or, through lack of water, grain has not grown in the field, in that year he shall not make any return of grain to the creditor, he shall alter his contract-tablet and he shall not pay the interest for that entire year.

110

If a “sister of god” (a nun) who is not living in a convent opens a wine shop or enters a wine shop for a drink, they shall burn that woman.

117
If a man is in debt, and cannot pay, he can sell himself, his wife, his son and his daughter to work; after three years they shall be set free.
153

If a woman brings about the death of her husband for the sake of another man, they shall impale her.

185

If a man takes in his own home a young boy as a son and rears him, one may not bring claim for that adopted son.
	196

If a man destroys the eye of another man, they shall destroy his eye.

197

If one breaks a man’s bones, they shall break his bones.

200

If a man knocks out the tooth of a man of his own rank, they shall knock out his tooth.
229

If a builder builds a house for a man and does not make its construction firm, and the house which he has built collapses and causes the death of the owner of the house, that builder shall be put to death.

250

If a bull, when passing through the street, gores a man and brings about his death, this case has no penalty.

--------------------------------------------------------------

If a man breaks down a wall of a house in an attempt to rob it ("breaking into") and is caught, his punishment will be to become sealed up inside the wall as a patch.

If a slave strikes his superior, they shall cut off his ear.

If a judge decides a case, and later it turns out that he was wrong, he will have to pay twelve times as much as he set for the accused, and will never be allowed to judge anymore.


