*-sands south ‘of Baghdad Iraq, thcy
Uraise dust from its-ritins=nd .
destroy it§ preaous a.rtlfacts It is

= of Mesopotamla (see map)
' Mesopotatma was in the* Fertxle
rescentrégion between the Tigr

‘gate stands at the: lraq
. Museum in Baghdad




zens: R131ng dramaucally abovc ‘thye™
- plain of Mesopotatiia were walls

“ thick encugh, Herodotus. claimied
| for a four—horse chariotto turn
'around on:top of them; -
o Iaside thé walls; a hugc ziggurat :
"clommated the skylme. Scholars:;

beheve'that it scrved as the model for &

- the Bible's Towet of Babel, The city’s
‘many other marvels.o .englneenng

- - included-the mulnlevel Hangmg

: 3 . Gardens.” Water for the. gardens Was

__pulled up | from he Euphrat' by an:

_ the Seven Wonder; of
Babylon was al ¢




Babylon was. a*mcked crty that wor

shipped false'gods. One of the most .

- famous Psalms descrlbes the: sorrow !

“and shame of thé imprisonment: ..

‘there:we.sat-down, yea, we wept
i when we remembered Zion.”
' The ],ewswere finally freed after
he Per'sian's'éonquered Babylonin .

539 B,C. When they returnied home,

- however, they took the influence of
{ ‘Babylon with them. The Bible’s
* accounts of the creation and the .-
food:were probably inflienced by
Mesopotamlan myths: - Other .
important.cultural developments,
including Hebrew script and the .-
¥ ]e_‘wjr'ish.czilén'dar,‘were developed as a
- resule '.of’t?ie"captiir.it'y. .

g of the end for Babylox:

- Bitter iva.!nes divided the people of v
{thecity, In_'539 8.C., Cyrus the .-

' Great of Persia caprured Babyion
-_:-Lwrthou 'astruggle.

Throughout the ages,. lrlstorr‘

g dféamers, and tyrants have presenred
i the legend of Babylon Alexander the

seat planned to base his empire -

ete;and died in the palace of

- ”Nebuchadnezzar in323B.CC Twenty—

: U S Mariries walk pastare- creaﬂun of Nebuchadnezzai’s palat
" Brifish scholars say that the war be ‘
L Irams has damaged the ruing ofthe ancient city. af Bahylu i

ERAY Lm Nfﬁeurehslconnls

-atthe entrance to Babylons niins:
; Trme and the desert sands have

| £, a_mfact :.
|2, Tiggurat

‘A 'stu'dyuf.fhe stars |
ziggu B. prediction- - . - |
| 3.astronomy - . expel .

deport' . Ik tower . oo
prophecy” - E. significant object

| THINK ABOUT IT |
Where dld the culture of the g

nq'“'<’4,¢"|'l‘IE HANGING GARDENS ﬁF BABYLHN .
i A;f’ www.un‘museum.org/hangg.htm_ |




Babylon: City and Legend

Directions: Answer each of the following questions in complete sentences

1) Why do historians call Mesopotamia the “Cradle of Civilization?"”
2]} What is the Capital of Mesopotamia?
3} What was Hammurabi's Code?
4} What aspect of Mesopotamia’s geography caused it to be so easily invaded?
5] What did the Greek Historian Herodotus say about the city of Babylon?
6) Why did the Babylonians build walls around their city?
7) How were the “hanging gardens” of Babylon watered?
8} List A3 contributions of Babyilon's mathematicians:
B~

C =

9} \What two rivers run through the land of Mesopotamia?

10} \What present day country is located in what was once the land of
Mesopotamia?




