AP WORLD HISTORY - PRINCETON REVIEW OUTLINE
PERIODIZATION III:_Regional and Transregional Interactions: 600 CE to 1450

A. The Rise of Islam

Islam — monotheistic — Allah — Mohammed — Mecca — Quran (Koran)
— Recognize the FIVE PYEEARS OF ISEAM - . o
Hegira (Mecca to Medina in 622) — significance?
Caliph - caliphate
Theocracy
Umayyad Dynasty — capital = Damascus, Syria
- know 5 facts
Why the split in Islam between Sunni and Shiite (Shia)?
Abbasid Dynasty = Golden Age of Islam (750-1238) — capital = Baghdad
- importance of trade?
- diffusion with India?
- Main features that made it a “golden age”?
- Role in preservation of Western culture/history?
- What role did the Sufis play in the spread of Islam?
¢ Know how Islam treated women!! What examples illustrate Islam’s patriarchal nature?
What factors led to the decline/end of the Abbasid Dynasty?

B. Developments in Europe and the Byzantine Empire
e Byzantine Empire
- know 5 distinct features
- Justinian Code
- What happened in 1054 CE? What was the significance?
s The Vikings
- Why is the Viking situation a good example of diffusion and assimilation?
¢ Height of the Middle Ages .
- Hanseatic League — what was it? Purpose?

Carefully READ the following “Gray Boxes”
- Contrast Them: Religion and State in Roman Catho
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cism and Christian Orthodoxy

RIECE

C. Developments in Asia
China = TANG (618-907) SONG (960-1279) MING (1368-1644)
» Tang—Song
- effective bureaucracy based on?
- Transportation/communication based on?
- Importance of the tribute system? — how functioned?
- Importance/effect of movable type?
- Main features/examples of technological development-military-diffusion
- footbinding
- Why was Buddhism persecuted in China at this time?
- Neo - Confucianism — define

- Why do the Japanese reject Confucianism as well as the civil service system?
- In what particular way is the Heian Period considered a “Golden Age”?

- Shogun — Daimyo - Samuraj

- Code of Bushido






Carefully READ the “Gray Box”
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-~ the Delhi Sultanate represents the establishment of what rehglon in Ind1a‘7

— How were non-Muslims treated inder the Sultanate?

Carefully READ !he “Gray Box’: e
- Contrast THemy Hindsaand T

D. The Rise and Fall of the Mongols

¢ Hordes

* Golden Horde

¢ Pax Mongolia

¢ Why was the Mongol civilization known as one of conquest not culture? What was the effect of
this?

* Why didn’t the Mongols have a great effect on the Chinese under Kublai Khan? How did this
turn out to be a benefit to the Chinese?

* What are considered to be the TWO great consequences of Mongol rule?

Carefully READ th

E. Africa
¢ Axum —what features of society represent diffusion?
e Kast Africa = “Swahili Coast”
- what are some examples of “interactions” between this area and other parts of the world?
* Ghana — Mali — Songhai
what trade existed between the Arab traders of the Sahara and the empires of west Africa?
- Before the trade with the western sub-Saharan kingdoms, where in Africa did Arab traders
trade?
- Mansa Musa
- Sonni Ali
- Timbuktv

F. The Americas
e Aztecs
- political organization/control based on?
- Unification of empire through?
- How was religion tied to conquest?

Carefully READ the “Gray Box”

- control of massive empire through?

- Religious features?

- What does Machu Pichu represent about the Inca?
- No writing? Then what?






. PERIODIZATION il {600 CE ~ 1450)

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. Use the map below and your knowledge of world history to answer all parts of the question,

Majér Mediterranean and Near Eastern Trade Routes 200 cE—600 c.B.

¥

A. [dentif\,:( and Explain TWO factors from 600 BCE to 600 CE that account for the development of the routes shown on the
map. -

B. Identify and Explain ONE reason that the [and-bourne routes displayed on the map declined in significance between 600
CE and 1450.

2. ldentify and Explain THREE ways in which rulers legitimized or consolidated their power during the period 600 CE to
1450, Use specific examples from one or more states or empires.

3. |dentify and Explain THREE ways in which improved transportation technology led to cultural diffusion during the period
600 CE — 1450. Use specific examples from one or more civilizations. -

4. Use the passage below and your knowledge of world history to answer all parts of the question.

“Collapse is manifest in such things as:

- Alower degree of stratification and social differentiation

- Less economic and occupational specialization, of individuals, groups, and territories

- Less centralized control; that is, less regulation and integration of diverse economic and political groups by elites

- Less behavioral control and regimentation

- Less investment in brain or mental activity of complexity, those elements that define the concept of ‘civilzation’:
monumental architecture, artistic and literary achievements, and the like

- Less flow of information between indiviuals, between political and economic groups, and between a center and
its periphery

- Less sharing, trading, and redistribution of resources

- Less overall coordination and organization.of individuals and groups

- Asmaller territory integrated within a single political unit”

- Joseph Tainter, The Collapse of Complex Societies, 1988







A. |dentify ONE piece of evidence from the fall of the Mauryan Empire, and explain how it supports one of Tainter’s reasons
for the coltapse of societies.

B. ldentify ONE piece of evidence from the fall of the Gupta Empire, and explain how it supports one of Tainter's reasons
for the collapse of societies.

———CHdentify-ONEpiece-of-evidence-from-the-fall-ofthe-HanEmpire;and-explain-hewitsuppoertsone-of Fainters-reasonsfor——

the collapse of socleties.

5. Answer ALL parts of the question that follows:

A. Analyze the role geography played in the development of the imperial city of Constantinople in regard to both trade and
the military.

B. Give ONE specific historical example of the influence the Byzantine Empire had on another civilization.

6. Answer ALL parts of the guestion that follows:

A. Compare the social systems of Europe from the period 600 CE — 1450 to those of South Asia. Give ONE similarity and
ONE difference.

B. Identify and Explain ONE political similarity between Europe and South Asia from the period 600 CE — 1450 that provided
order and unity among the population.

7. Use the map below, which shows the progress of the Bubonic Plague, or Black Death, during the 1300's, and your
knowledge of world history to answer the following questions.

A. Discuss ONE way in which the plague spread from one region to another.

B. Identify and Discuss TWO effects of the Plague in Europe.

8. Many historians argue that the Mongol invasions {ca. 1200’s CE) marked a major turning point in human history
A. Provide TWO pieces of evidence that supports this argument and how each piece supports the argument

B. Provide ONE piece of evidence that undermines this argument and explain how it undermines-the argument,
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9. Use the passage below to answer all parts of the question.

) “{This} book acknowledges that cultural traditions spread over long distances even in ancient times, but it also
recognizes that expansive traditions often faced fierce opposition, and it holds further that cross-cultural conversion is a deeply
problematic concept. Indeed, this book argues that religious and cultural traditions rarely won forelgn converts except when
favored by a powerful set of political, or social, or economic incentives. Sometimes the prospect of trade or political alliance
drew people’s attention to a foreign cultural tradition. Other times state sponsorship made political and military support
available to an expanding cultural tradition. Yet even under the best of circumstances ... expansive cuitural traditions rarely

——attracted large numbers-of foreign.adherents without the aid-of a syncreticprocess,” ..
- Jerry H. Bentley, historian, Old World Encounters, 1993

A, Identify and Explain TWO examples in the period 600 CE to 1450 that supports the author’s argument concerning
the rale of political, social, or economic incentives in the spread of religious or cultural traditions.

B. Identify and Explain ONE example AFTER 1450 in which syncretism played an important role in the spread of
religious or cultural traditions.

10. Use the pheiograph below antd your knowledge of world history to answer alf parts of the question.

Photograph of the Court of the Lions, a portion of the Alhambra, a palace and fortress complex
built in the mid-fourteenth century in Granada, Spain

A. |dentify and Explain ONE cultural factor that inspired the artistic style present on the architecture depicted in the
photograph.

B. \dentify and Explain ONE way in which the architecture in the photograph mirrors other such architecture from
different culture in the period 600 CE to 1450.

C. Identify and Explain ONE factor which caused the architecture or the artistic style depicted in the photograph to fall
out of use in Spain in the period 1450 to 1750






11. Answer ALL parts of the question that follows:

A. Identify and briefly explain ONE reason why many Buddhists in the Post-Classical South Asian world converted to
Islam.

B. Identify and briefly explain TWO reasons why many Post-Classical Hindus in South Asia resisted conversion to Islam.

12. Use the map below and your knowledge of world history to answer all parts of the question,

Locations of Archaeological Finds of Byzantine Nomismata (Imperial Coins)
from the 10th Century C.E.

A. ldentify and Explain TWO factor in the period 600 CE to 1450 that account for the pattern of the nomismata finds on
the map,

B. Identify and Explain ONE reason that the nomismato finds declined after 1450 CE,

LONG ESSAY QUESTIONS

1. Using specific examples, compare and contrast the process and results of technology transfer between China and the Middle East
with the process and results of technology transfer between Europe and the Middie East during the period of approximately 500 CE
1o 1500 CE.

2. Describe and analyze the cultural, economic, and political impact of Islam on ONE of the following regions between 1000 CE and
1750. Be sure to discuss continuities as well as changes. {(West Africa, South Asia, Europe)

3. Compare and contrast the political and economic effects of Mangol rule on TWO of the following regions. {China, the Middle
East, Russia)






4. Analyze changes and continuities in commerce in the Indian Ocean region from 600 CE to 1750,

5. Analyze similarities and differences in TWO of the following trade networks in the period 600 to 1450. Your response may
inciude comparisons of biological, commercial, or cultural exchanges. (Indian Ocean, Silk Roads, Trans-Sahara)

6. Analyze continuities and changes in trade networks within Afro-Eurasia in the period from 600 CE to 1450.






UNIT TWO

600-1450 C.E.

e This second era is much shorter than the previous one, but during the years between 600 and
1450 C.E. many earlier trends continued to be reinforced, while some very important new
patterns emerged that shaped all subsequent times.

QUESTIONS OF PERIODIZATION

Change over time occurs for many reasons, but three phenomena that tend to cause it are:

« Mass migrations — Whenever a significant number of people leave one area and migrate
to another, change occurs for both the land that they left as well as their destination.
 Imperial conquests — If an empire (or later a country) deliberately conquers territory

outside its borders, significant changes tend to follow for both the attackers and the

attacked.
g * Cross-cultural trade and exchange — Widespread contact among various areas of the
O world brings not only new goods but new ideas and customs to all areas involved.

During the classical era (about 1000 BCE to 600 CE), all of these phenomena occurred, as
we saw in Unit I. With the fall of the three major classical civilizations, the stage was set for
new trends that defined 600-1450 CE as another period with different migrations and
conquests, and more developed trade patterns than before. Some major events and
developments that characterized this era were:

» Older belief systems, such as Christianity, Hinduism, Confucianism, and Buddhism,
came to become more important than political organizations in defining many areas of
the world. Large religions covered huge areas of land, even though localized smaller
religions remained in place.

« Two nomadic groups - the Bedouins and the Mongols — had a huge impact on the
course of history during this era.

*+ A new religion — Islam — began in the 7th century and spread rapidly throughout the
Middie East, Northern Africa, Europe, and Southeast Asia.

» Whereas Europe was not a major civilization area before 600 CE, by 1450 it was
connected to major trade routes, and some of its kingdoms were beginning to assert
world power.

« Major empires developed in both South America (the Inca) and Mesoamerica (the Maya
and Aztec.)

+ China grew to have hegemony over many other areas of Asia and became one of the

A largest and most prosperous empires of the time.

43
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« Long distance trade continued to develop along previous routes, but the amount and
complexity of trade and contact increased significantly.

This unit will investigate these major shifts and continuities by addressing several broad
topics:

1) The Islamic World — Islam began in the Arabian peninsula in the 7th century CE,
impacting political and economic structures, and shaping the development of arts,
sciences and technology.

2) Imterregional networks and contacts — Shifts in and expansion of trade and cultural
exchange increased the power of China, connected Europe to other areas, and belped to
spread the major religions. The Mongols first disrupted, then promoted, long-distance
trade throughout Asia, Africa, and Europe.

3) China’s internal and external expansion — During the Tang and Song Dynasties,
China experienced an economic revolution and expanded its influence on surrounding
areas. This era also saw China taken over by a powerful nomadic group (the Mongols),
and then returned to Han Chinese under the Ming Dynasty.

4) Developments in Europe — European kingdoms grew from nomadic tribes that invaded
the Roman Empire in the 5th century C.E. During this era, feudalism developed, and
Christianity divided in two — the Catholic Church in the west and the Eastern Orthodox
Church in the east. In both cases, the Church grew to have a great deal of political and
economic power.

5) Social, cultural, economic patterns in the Amerindian world — Major civilizations
emerged, building on the base of smaller, less powerful groups from the previous era.
The Maya, Aztec, and Inca al came to control large amounts of territory and many other
native groups.

6) Demographic and environmental changes — Urbanization continued, and’major cities
emerged in many parts of the world. Nomadic migrations during the era included the
Aztecs, Mongols, Turks, Vikings, and Arabs. Long distance trade promoted the spread
of disease, including the plague pandemics in the early fourteenth century.

DEMOGRAPHIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES

The era from 600 to 1450 C.E. was a time when civilization spread geographically, covering
many more parts of the world than previously. However, it was also a time of great
migrations of people that had wide impacts on the people in settled areas. Arabs, Vikings,
Turks, and Mongols all moved from one part of the globe to another, instigating change
wherever they went.

+ Arabs — The most significant effect of the Arab movement from the Arabian Peninsula
was the spread of Islam. Arabs invaded, settled, and eventually ruled the Middle East,
northern Africa, and southern Europe. Although the political structure of the caliphate
did not survive, Islam held the areas together cultyrally as it mixed with native customs
and religions. Despite the political disunity and the splits between Sunni and Shi’a, the
Islamic World emerged as an entire cultural area during this era.
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68 Unit Two 600-1450 C.E.

« Vikings — The Vikings swept into many parts of Burope — from Normandy, to

commumues, churches, and monasteries. Some settled and intermarried with natives,
forming new groups such as the Normans and the Rus (Russians). However, a very
important consequence of their invasions was the development of feudalism in Europe.
The attacks convinced Europeans that protection was vital, and so they organized into a
network of lords and vassals, that eventually built kingdoms with great armies ready to

fight.

» Turks — The Turkish people were originally Indo-Europeans who migrated into the
Middle East during various times of the era. The Seljuk Turks invaded the Byzantine
Empire, sparking another great migration from Europe to the Middle East — the
Crusaders. Seljuk Turks were indirectly responsible, then, for Europe’s growing interest
and involvement in long-distance trade. By the end of the era the Ottoman Turks were
on the rise. They captured Constantinople and many other parts of Europe, and they
gained control of trade on the Mediterranean. Turks even invaded India, forming the
Delhi Sultanate, and introduced Islam to India with such force that the consequences
reverberated though the rest of Indian history.

» Mongols — The Mongol conquests have been depicted as assaults by savage and

barbarian people who brought nothing but death and destruction to the areas they
attacked. Whereas no one can deny the brutality of the Mongols, their conquests had a
_much more varied impact on world history than has been acknowledged by many
‘historians in the past. At the peak of their power, the Pax Mongolica meant that once-

“Tostile people lived together in peace in areas where most religions were tolerated. From
the I1-Khan in the Middle East to the Yuan Dynasty in China, Mongol rulers established
order, and most importantly, provided the stage for intensified international contact.
Protected by Mongol might, the trade routes carried new foods, inventions, and ideas
from one civilization to the others, with nomadic people acting as intermediaries.

* Bantu-speaking people — Another important source of cultural diffusion during this era
was the Bantu Migration, which took place in Africa. Bantu-speaking péople originally
lived in an atea south of the Sahara, but probably because the desert was spreading
southward, they began to migrate to better land. They spread south and east into many
parts of Africa, and their language became a basis for the formation of many later
languages. The Bantu Migration is generally believed to be a major source for
Africanity, or a set of cultural characteristics (including language) that are commonly
shared on the continent. Examples include music, the use of masks, and scarification
{permanent beauty etchings on the skin).
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600-1450 C.E. Unit Two 69

CULTURAL DIFFUSION AND THE 14TH CENTURY PLAGUES

Cross-cultural exchanges had deadly consequences for many parts of the eastern hemisphere
during the 14th century. As Eurasians traveled over long distances, they not only exchanged
goods and ideas, but they unwittingly helped disease to spread as well. Since people who
have had no previous exposure to a disease react to it much more seriously than those that
have, the consequences were profound. The bubonic plague erupted in epidemics
throughout most of Asia, Europe, and North Africa. Even though it abated in subsequent
centuries, it broke out sporadically from place to place well into the seventeenth century.

*; The plague probably originated in southwestern China, where it had been incubating for
centuries, buj once long-distance trade began, it spread rapidly during the 14th century. The
pathogen was spread by fleas that infested rats and eventually humans. Mongol military
) campaigns helped the plague spread throughout China, and merchants and travelers spread
¢ it to the west. By the 1340s it had spread to Black Sea ports and to Italian cities on the
¥ Mediterranean. From there, the plague spread rapidly throughout Europe as far as the British
Isles.

Europeans referred to the plague as the Black Death because its victims developed black or
purple swellings caused by buboes, internal hemorrhages that gave the plague its name.
Once the plague hit a community, typically 60-70 percent of the population died, and in O
¥ some cases, no one survived. Important results of the plague (other than individual death)
are:

* Decline in population — In China decreasing population caused by the plague
contributed to the decline of the Yuan Dynasty and lent support to the overthrow of
Mongol control there. Burope’s population dropped by about 25% during the 14th
century. In Egypt population levels did not recover to pre-plague days probably until the
19th century.

+ Labor shortages — The plague was no respecter of social class, and the affected areas
lost craftsmen, artisans, merchants, religious officials, farmers, bureaucrats and rulers.
In many areas farms fell into ruin, towns deteriorated, and trade almost came to a
standstill. Labor shortages turned into social unrest, and rebellions popped up in many
areas.

ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES

The era from 600 to 1450 C.E. was not a period of massive environmental change. The most
significant changes occurred because of population growth. The structures of civilization
spread across sub-Saharan Africa, northern Burope, and Japan. As civilizations spread,
agriculture claimed additional land, with some deforestation (especially in Europe) taking
place. However, soil depletion around the Mediterranean was not nearly as great as it was O
during Ancient Roman times. The most severe effects were probably felt in Central
America, where population density increased significantly. Small civilizations and nomadic
groups that were easy on the environment were replaced by ever larger empires that claimed

rain forests and other natural habitats. Unauthorized copying oF reusing any
part of this page is iilegal.
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q 70 Unit Two 600-1450 C.E.

The process of urbanization continued during this era, and cities grew larger and more

—numerous—As Islam spread; administrative centers-appeared-in-the Middle-Eastand.many.

O
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grew into cities that attracted people to live under the protection they afforded. China
especially during this era became urbanized, with the Tang and Song emperors building
roads that connected cities to one another, Trade from the Silk Road and the Indian Ocean
circuits enriched these cities, and great differences in status were accorded those that lived
in urban vs. rural areas. Great cities grew up in the Americas, and towns in Europe grew to
be the cities of Paris and London. However, agriculture still remained the primary
occupation of people in civilizations around the world, so that large numbers still lived in
rural areas,

IMPORTANT ISSUES: 600-1450 C.E.

During this era several major religions spread across large areas, creating cultural regions
that unified based on their belief systems. As historians, we may speak of “Islamic lands”
or “Christendom” or “Confucian Asia,” and these terms are handy for comparisons. They
may be used effectively to point out commonalities as well as differences. However, cultural
areas are imperfect as units of analysis. Some problems include:

* Imperfect boundaries between areas - If you are comparing political units with
definite boundaries, the geographic differences are clear. However, in using cultural
labels, how do you categorize areas of mixed influence? For example, parts of the
Middle East during this era had significant numbers of Muslims, Christians, and Jews,
with a mixture of customs from all three religions. Southeast Asia, a crossroads area for
trade, had virtually every rel_ggion imaginable.

* Wide differences within the culture zones — The areas are so broad that the categories
often. blur important cultural differences within. For example, Christendom’s two parts
were very different, and Christianity was interpreted in many ways. Muslims in Mali
had only limited commonalities with Muslims in Central Asia.

Still, political boundaries do not provide perfect units to measure either. Boundaries often
cut through cultural areas and represent artificial categories for analysis.

Change over time during this era was more characterized by modification, rather than
innovation, with the notable exception of the Tang and Song economic revolutions.
Nomadic groups during this time period probably reached their peak of influence on the -
course of world history. Whereas change emanated from both nomadic groups and civilized
areas, the effects of the great migrations of the Arabs, Vikings, Turks, and Mongols during
this era have been unmatched to the present day. However, little change occurred in other
areas, such as gender and social class structures. Patriarchal families continued tu be the
norm, and social class distinctions that we saw in the river valley and classical civilizations
tended to be drawn along the same lines: pedsants v. aristocrats and rural v. urban. Elite
women seem to have suffered the most, with ties to the home reinforced through practices
such as veiling and footbinding. Although in these cases differences were accentuated,
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600-1450 C.E. Unit Two 71

gender roles went through no basic structural changes. Long distance trade grew
significantly, but it continued to follow the old routes established in the previous era. The
western hemisphere still was not drawn into regular contact and communication. However,
by 1450 the previously inconsequential Europeans were on the cusp of changing all of that,
as worldwide trade began to develop in the 1450-1750 era.

Unauthotized copying or reusing any
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THE CRUSADES
600 CE —1450 CE
“EXPANSION OF RELIGIONS AND EMPIRES LEADS TO CULTURAL CONTACT”

THE CRUSADES: Late 1100°s—1300°s
« Military campaigns to take back the Holy Land from Islamic conquerors—
the Seljuk Turks = result of the expansion of Islam
o Crusades = “A Splendid Failure”
- militarily unsuccessful after some early victories (Antioch,
Jerusalem) BUT later lost
- 4th Crusade was the “sack” of Constantinople
RESULTS:
- religious intolerance between Christians and Muslims
- Imteraction and Diffusion between the two cultures
- Re-establishment of TRADE ROUTES in Med. Sea (and Far East)
- centered in Italy (Venice, Genoa, later Florence)
- increased DEMAND FOR GOODS

Muslim culture is far advanced and superior to that of Europe

Building techniques for forfifications—castles

Recovery of Greek learning preserved by Muslim scholars

Arabic numbers and the decimal system

Rugs, textiles, silks, chess, coffee, yogurt, citrus fruits, sugar cane, spices, paper making,
compass, gunpowder
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THE MONGOLS
600 CE —1450 CE

«EXPANSION OF RELIGIONS AND EMPIRES LEADS TO CULTURAL CONTACT”

MONGOLS: 1200°S—1400’S - Central Asian nomads—pastoralists
. Largest empire in world history: Russia, China, Persia, North India, Mid-
dle East—expansion in Middle East stopped by Mamluk armies near pre-
sent day Syria.
Early 1200’s—Ghenghis Khan unifies the Mongol clans
Highly skilled horsemen—highly organized military strategies
Brutal tactics, spies, trickery are used to conquer
Generals are kin to Ghenghis or very trusted friends
Empire divided into 4 Great “Khanates” or “hordes” _
Tribute paid by conquered people and most allowed to keep customs and
religions
« KUBLAI KHAN—establishment of Yuan Dynasty in China

- unified China through military campaigns (but NO JAPAN)

- continued to unify through building roads, canals, and a bureaucracy

- capital at Beijing

~ - adapted to many Chinese ways—Buddhism, Mandarin Chinese

- PAX MONGOLIA—the period of the Mongol Peacé—a linking of East

and West (Eurasia) by the mid 1200°s

- great economic exchange

- safe travel along the trade routes

- use their written language to create a law code
- paper currency

- postal system

IMPACT OF MONGOL RULE:
« TRANSMISSION OF THE Black Plague—1300’s—China—Central Asia
—Europe
« SILKROAD
- becomes a vital trade link between East and West in the 1200°s
- great increase in Trade and Exchange and spread of ideas
- increase in the status of merchants
. Samarkand—early Mongol capital along the Silk Road in Central Asia
« RUSSIA
- conguered by the 1240’s and controlled for about 200 years
- Russians enslaved—ISOLATED—forced to pay heavy tribute
- “Tatar Yoke” of the Golden Horde
- Russia development severely hindered in relation to the West
- princes of Moscow will overthrow the Mongols and drive them out

O
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66 Unit Two 600-1450 C.E.
COMPARATIVE AMERIDIAN CIVILIZATIONS
Social Priests had highest social | Rigidly hierarchical Rigidly hierarchical
statug; warriors also society, with a strong society, with the Inca and
highly valued military elite who his family having status
War captives often received land grants and | of gods
became slaves (and tribute from commoners; | Main classes: rulers,
sacrifices); mysterious large gap between rich aristocrats, priests, and
demise of civilization and poor peasants
about 900 C.E. Priests also elite; leammed | Military and
complex calendars, administrative elite for
presided over all large army and
important religious rituals | bureaucracy
Skiiled craftsmen, Small merchant class and
merchants middle status | fewer skilled craftsmen
Large number of slaves, | than Aztec; trade
mainly household controlled by the
servants ‘ govemnment
Patriarchal society, but Carefully selected virgin
women received high wormnen served the Inca
homor for bearing warrior | and his family
sons; women who died in
childbirth equally
CE honored to men who died
in battle )
Cuitural Religion central to Religion central to Religion important, with

civilization; cities were
ceremonial centers with
great temples; practiced
human sacrifice to their
many gods; Tikal main
city with population of
about 40,000; jaguar an
imporiant symbol

Two elaborate calendars
used for agriculture and
for religious nituals
Flexible and sophisticated
writing that used both
syrabols and pictures
Inherited Olmec
ballgame, with losers
executed and sacrificed

civilization; cities were
ceremonial centers with
great temples decorated
with gold; practiced
human sacrifice to their
many gods

Principal gods —
Tezcatlipoca (“the
Smoking Mirror”) and
Quetzalcoat] (“the
Feathered Serpent™)
Tenochtitlan — major city
of 200,000 + large
suburbs Inherited Olmec
ballgame, with losers
executed and sacrificed
Elaborate calendar,
writing systemn

Inti, the sun god, the
major deity; Impressive
temples, palaces, public
buildings; used skillfully
cut giant stones with no
mortar decorated with
gold

Quechua native language,
but no writing; use of a
counting device, the
quipu to keep elaborate
records

Elaborate road system,
with two roads (one on
the coast and one in the
mountains) running the
entire length of the
empire

Rich textiles, jewelry, and
pottery made by general
population

Unauthorized copying or reusing any
part of this page is illegal.




600-1450 C.E.

Unit Two 67

Economic

Agricultural based; built
platforms to catch alluvial
soil; main crop maize, but
also cacao bean (source
of chocolate) and cotton;
no domesticated animals
for work

Agricultural base;
designed “floating
gardens” of trapped soil
to raise crops in swampy
areas; raised maize,
beans, squashes,
tomatoes, peppers, and
chiles; no domesticated
animals for work
Exacted extensive amount
of tribute from conquered
people; established
significant trade with
others in western
hemisphere, including
Juxury goods such as -
jade, emeralds, jagnar
skins, and sea shells

Agricultural and pastoral
base; designed terraces in
mountain valleys to raise
crops; variety of crops,
depending on elevation,
included potatoes, maize,
beans, peppers, chiles,
coca leaves {stimulant),
guinea pigs

Large professional army
Peasants owed
compulsory labor to the
state; women gave tribute
through textiles, potiery,
and jewelry

Political

Organized into city-states
with no central
government for the
civilization; city of
Chichen Itza dominated
some other states,
frequent fighting among
city states; defeated ones
becarme human sacrifices

Ruled by a central
monarch in Tenochtitlan
that did not have absolute
power; council of
powerful aristocrats made
many décifions, including
who the new ruler would
be; winning wars and
elaborate rituals increased
legitimacy of rule

No elaborate bureaucracy

Highly powerful
centralized government,
with the Inca (the ruler}
believed to be a god; Inca
theoretically owned all
land; elaborate
bureaucracy kept in touch
with subjects; used quipu
to keep extensive records
Elaborate road system
reinforced the Inca’s
power

—



. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MONGOLS. , -

..+._The Mongol invasions and conquests of the 13th century afé argiiably among the most influential set of
events in world history. This nomadic group from Central-Asia swept south and east, just as the Huns had
done several centuries before. They conquered China; India, the Middle East, and the budding kingdom of
Russia. As it is, the Mongols established and ruled the largest empire ever assembled in all of world
history. Although their attacks at first disrupted the major trade routes, their rule eventually brought the Pax
Mongolica, or a peace often compared to the Pax Romana established in ancient times across the Roman

Empirte:——

THE RISE OF THE MONGOLS

The Mongols originated in the Central Aslian steppes, or dry grassiands. They were pastoralists, organized
loosely into kinship groups called clans. Their movement almost certainly began as they sought new
pastures for their herds, as had so many of their predecessors, Many historians believe that a severe drou ght
caused the initial movement, and that the Mongol's superior ability as horsemen sustained their successes.

Around 1200 CE, a Mongol khan (clan leader) named Temujin unified the clans under his leadership, His
acceptance of the title Genghis Khan, or "universal leader" tells us something of his ambitions for his
empire. Over the next 2] years, he led the Mongols in conquering much of Asia. Although he didn't - -
© 7 T eonquer China-in his lifetime, he cleared the way for its eventual defeat by Mongo! forces. His sons and

grandsons cont
N e T

finued the conquests until the empire eventually reached its impressive size. Genghi s:Khan is
-y . 2
usually seen a: one of the most talented military leaders in world history. He organized his warriors,by the,
Chinese miodef into armies of 10,000, which were grouped into 1,000 man brigades, 100-man companies,
and ]0-man platoons. He ensured that all generals were either kinsmen or trusted friends, and they
remained amazingly loyal to him. He used surprise tactics, like fake retreats and false leads, and developed
sophisticated catapults and gunpowder charges,

The Mongols were finally stopped in Eurasia by the death of Ogodai, the son of Genghis Khan, who had
become the Great Khan centered in Mongolia when his father died. At his death, all leaders from the
empire went to the Mongo! capital to select a replacement, and by the time this was accomplished, the
invasion of Europe had lost its momentum. The Mongols were also contained in Islamic lands by the
Mamluk armies of Egypt, who had been enslaved by the Abbasid Caliphate. These forces matched the
Mongols in horsemanship and military skills, and defeated them in battle in 1260 before the Mongols could
reach the Dardanelle strait. The Mongo! leader Hulegu decided not the press for further expansion.

THE MONGOL ORGANIZATION

The Mongol invasions disrupted all major trade routes, but Genghis Khan's sons and grandsons organized
the vast empire in such a way that the routes soon recovered. They formed four Khanates, or political
organizations each ruled by a different relative, with the ruler of the original empire in Central Asia
designated as the "Great Khan," or the one that followed in the steps of Genghis. Once the Mongols
defeated an area, generally by brutal tactics, they were generally content to extract tribute (payments) from
them, and often allowed conquered people to keep many of their customs. The Mongel khans were spread
great distances apart, and they soon lost contact with one another. Most of them adopted many customs,
even the religions, of the people they ruled. For example, the [1-khan that conquered the last caliphate in the
Middle East eventually converted to Islam and was a great admirer of the sophisticated culture and
advanced technologies of his subjects. So the Mongol Empire eventually split apart, and the Mongols
themselves became assimilated into the cultures that they had "conguered.”

China’s internal and external expansion
The importance of the Tang and Song economic revolutions and the initiatives of the early Ming

dynasty:

B  Paper money ®  Champa rice

B Mass production of tea B Canton city in China becomes a major
M Porcelain trading city

" Sik W Exploration and trade (Zheng He) * ¢



-

E.CON{)M‘I‘C REVOLUTIONS OF THE TANG AND SONG DYNASTIES ...~ -

[

Even though the Song military weakness eventually led to the dynasty's demise, it is notable for economic
revolutions that led to Chinese hegemony during the era. China's econemic growth in turn had implidations
for many other societies through the trade that it generated along the Jong-distance routes. The changes
actually began during the Tang Dynasty and became even more significant during Song rule. Some
characteristics of these economic revolutions are;

Increasing agricultural production - Before this era, Chinese agriculture had been based on the
production of wheat and barley raised in the north. The Tang conquest of southern China and
Vietnam added a whole new capability for agricuiture; the cultivation of rice. In Vietnam they
made use of a new strain of fast-ripening rice that allowed the production of two crops per year.
Agricultural techniques improved as well, with the use of the heavy iron plow in the north and
water buffaloes in the south. The Tang also organized extensive irrigation systems, so that
agricultural production was able to move outward from the rivers,

Increasing population - China's population about 600 C.E. was about 45 million, but by 1200 (the
Song Dynasty) it had risen to about 115 million. This growth occurred partly because of the

agricultural revolution, but also because distribution of food improved with better transportation

systetns, such as the Grand Canal.and the network of roads throughout the empire. T

"o Usanization - The agricultural revolution also meait that-established cities grew and new ones

were created. With its population of perhaps 2,000,000, the Tang capital of Xi'an was probably the
largest city in the world. The Song capital of Hangzhou was smaller, with about 1,000,000
residents, but it too was a cosmopolitan city with large markets, public theatres, restaurants, and
craft shops. Many other Chinese cities had populations of more than 100,000, Because rice
production was so successful and Silk Road and Indian Ocean trade was vigorous, other farmers
could concentrate on specialty fruits and vegetables that were for sale in urban markets.
Technological innovations - During Tang times craftsmen discovered techniques for producing
porcelain that was lighter, thinner, more useful, and much more beautiful. Chinese porcelain was
highly valued and traded to many other areas of the world, and came to be known broadly as
chinaware. The Chinese also developed superior methods for producing iron and steel, and
between the 9th and 12th centuries, iron production increased tenfold. The Tang and Song are best
known for the new technologies they invented, such as gunpowder, movable type printing, and
seafaring aids, such as the magnetic compass. Gunpowder was first used in bamboo flame
throwers, and by the 11th century inventors had construeted crude bombs,

Financial inventions - Because trade was so strong and copper became scarce, Chinese merchants
developed paper money as an alternative to coins. Letters of credit called "flying cash” allowed
merchants to deposit money in one Iocation and have it available in another. The Chinese also
used checks which allowed drawing fiands deposited with bankers.

Chinese influence on surrounding areas and its limits

W Japan: copied Tang government, architecture, Buddhism; but NO foot binding
B Conquered most of Asia

B Neoconfucianism :

The conflict between Buddhism and Confucianism during the late Tang Dynasty eased under
the Songs, partly because of the development of Neo-Confucianism. Classical Confucians were
concerned with practical issues of politics and morality, and their main goal was an ordered
social and political structure. Neo-Confucians also became familiar with Buddhist beliefs, such
as the nature of the soul and the individual's spiritual relationships. They came to refer to li, a
concept that defined a spiritual presence similar to the universal spirit of both Hinduism and
Buddhism. This new form of Confucianism was an important development because it reconciled
Confucianism with Buddhism, and because it influenced philosophical thought in China, Korea,
Vietnam, and Japan in all subsequent eras.



B I T TP )

. . '. ./b'
"oy Much of our knowledge of the world in the 13th and14th century comes from two travelers; Ibii Batuta and -~ - - - .
Marco Polo, who widened knowledge of other cultures through their writings about their journeys.

¢ Marco Polo - In the late 13th century, Marco Polo feft his home in Venice, and eventually traveled
for many years in China. He was accompanied by his father and uncle, who were merchants

anxious to stimulate trade between Venice along the trade routes east. Polo met the Chinese ruler
Kublai Khan (Genghis Khan's grandson), who was interested In his travel stories and convinced
him to stay as an envoy to represent him in different parts of China. He served the khan for 17
years before returning home, where he was captured by Genoans at war with Venice. While in
prison, he entertained his cellmates with stories about China. One prisoner compiled the stories
into a book that became wildly popular in Europe, even though many did not believe that Polo's
stories were true. Europeans could not believe that the fabulous places that Polo described could
ever exist.

s  Ibn Battutu - This famous traveler and prolific writer of the 14th century spent many years of his
life visiting many places within Islamic Empires. He was 2 Moroccan legal scholar who left his
home for the first time to make a pilgrimage to Mecca. After his hajj was completed, he traveled
through Mesopotamia and Persia, then sailed down the Red Sea and down the east African coast

~ as far south as Kilwa. He later traveled to India, the Black Sea, Spain, Mali, and the great trading
cities of Central Asia. He wrote about all of the places he traveled and compiled a detailed journal
that has given historians a great deal of information about those places and their customs during
the 14th century. A devout Muslim who generally expected fine hospitality, [bn Battutu seldom
kept his opinions to himself, and he commented freely on his approval or disapproval of the things
that he saw,
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